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Hope for Excluded Grandparents

Over the last few months,
Burnetts’ childcare lawyers
have been campaigning
for grandparents who are
missing out on their
grandchildren.

As well as joining the
Grandparents’ Association, the firm
has instigated several newspaper
and radio features to highlight
grandparents’ rights. The message
has been that help is available to
frustrated grandparents.

The Grandparents’
Association
estimates there
are more than
one million
grandparents in
the UK being
denied contact
with their
grandchildren.
Some are missing out because the
ex-partner of their child won't
allow access. Some grandparents
have real concerns about how drug
or alcohol use is putting their
grandchild at risk. Meanwhile,

one in every hundred children lives
with a grandparent and there may
be fears about what will happen
when a parent returns.

Burnetts is the only solicitors’
practice in North Cumbiria,
and one of only four in the
county, to sign up to the
Grandparents’ Association’s
Lawyers’ List. Lynn

Chesterman, Chief Executive,

of The Grandparents'

Association said "Too often we
hear the problems grandparents
face when they seek help from
solicitors not experienced in
working with extended families.
For this reason, The Grandparents'
Association established its Lawyers’
List and we are delighted that
Burnetts Solicitors support the
charity and those grandparents

in a difficult situation."

Simon Mortimer, Partner has led
the campaign and recognizes that
grandparents can feel powerless.

He said "When relationships break
down, grandparents are often
forgotten, despite the special
contribution they make to children’s
lives. At Burnetts we have seen

a steady increase over the last
twelve months in grandparents
seeking legal advice about their
grandchildren. Commonly, issues
like lack of contact have been
worsened by concerns over drug
or alcohol abuse.

~
“When relationships
break down,
grandparents are
often forgotten...”
Simon Mortimer j

Fortunately, we have been able to
help many grandparents resume their
relationship with their grandchildren.
In some cases, we have secured
residence orders for our clients to
ensure their grandchildren can live
safely with them."

Along with colleague Malvena
Godridge, Simon has a recognized
specialism in childcare-related law
as a member of the Law Society's
Children’s panel.

Further information about the
Grandparents Association can be
found at www.grandparents-
association.org.uk or through
their national helpline on

0845 4349585.

Grandparents seeking legal advice
can contact Simon or Malvena on
01228 552222. For grandparents
on low incomes, Legal Aid may be
available to help with legal costs.

Burnetts has produced two help
sheets especially for grandparents.
Contact: A guide for Grandparents
and Parental Responsibility Orders
for Grandparents are available for
free from Simon
or Malvena on
01228 552222
or by email:

I
ash@burnetts.co.uk ﬂ
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THE TRUTH about legal expenses insurance

Many of us now have legal
expenses insurance through
our home contents
insurance policies, but we
might not be getting the
best legal support. The
insurance industry has been heavily
criticized by organisations like the
Financial Ombudsman
Service and the Equal i
Opportunities
Commission for being
less than open with
clients about their
rights when choosing
a solicitor. Many will
work hard to
convince clients to
use their own panel
of solicitors.

Clients are being
bullied into using a

The wording of some policies means
that insurance companies can insist
on the use of their panel solicitor at
the beginning of the legal process.
However, once formal court
proceedings start, you are free to
use a solicitor of your choice.

Unfortunately, says
personal injury lawyer

Sue Chappell, that can
mean clients are being
bullied into using a lawyer
miles away and having to
settle for an impersonal
telephone service.

Sue is worried that
some clients are being
short-changed by not
being made fully

lawyer miles away...

Civil Partnerships

Just six months after the
first civil partnerships took
place, proceedings for the
first dissolution have
already started.

Amy Fallows, one of Burnetts’
divorce lawyers is again warning gay
couples thinking of forming a civil
partnership to look into the legal
and financial consequences of
registering their partnership

before they go ahead.

The Civil Partnership Act came into
force on Monday 5th December to
provide same-sex couples who
register their partnership with the
equivalent rights and responsibilities
of married couples. Amy is warning
couples that although there may not
be a formal ceremony with a vow of
"all that | have | give to you", the
signing of a partnership registration
has the same financial implications.

She said "The Act has brought fairness

for same-sex couples in terms of tax
allowances, next of kin arrangements
or their rights on the death of one
partner. However, the Act also affects

the dissolution of partnerships. Partners

will have the same rights as divorcing
couples - each will be able to make
claims for maintenance or a share of a
pension. Importantly, the forming of a

civil partnership revokes any previously

written will which could inadvertently
leave children from a previous
relationship without provision."

Meanwhile, the government has
published its consultation document
on co-habitants’ rights in heterosexual
couples. New legislation is expected to
follow next year.

Amy Fallows has produced a free
advisory flyer for same-sex couples
considering civil partnerships.

For a copy of the flyer or advice

on civil partnerships, contact

Amy on 01228 552222 or at
ajf@burnetts.co.uk

aware of their legal right to choose.
She said "We recently had a client
who was told she could not use a
solicitor of her choice and had to

use one in Manchester without the
relevant area of expertise. | have also
heard of insurance companies being
almost aggressive in insisting clients
use their panel solicitor. Many people
only check they have legal expenses
insurance cover as part of their policy
when they come to make a claim.

I would urge people to check their
household policies to see exactly
what their policy does cover."

Further information about legal
expenses insurance can be found at
http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/
choosingandusing/payingforservices/
expensesinsurance.law

Amy Fallows



