
 
 

What you should know before you sign… 
 

The Civil Partnership Act gives same-sex couples 

who register their partnership the equivalent 

rights and responsibilities of married couples. 

 

There is a clear commitment to treat civil 

partners as spouses in almost every conceivable 

situation including the application of tax 

allowances or exemptions and sharing national 

insurance contributions.  

 

Next of kin rights have long been a contentious 

and upsetting issue for gay couples – but, 

partners in a registered same-sex partnership 

will automatically be treated as next of kin. 

Where one partner dies without a will, the 

surviving partner will have the same rights and 

priorities as a widowed spouse.  

 

But, there are some aspects of civil partnerships 

of which not all couples will be aware. 

 

Wills 

 

On the registering of a civil partnership, any 

previous will is revoked so you will both need to 

agree and sign new wills.   

 

If the partnership is later dissolved, new wills will 

again be necessary. 

 

Duty to maintain 

 

If one partner has earned more than the other 

and always maintained them, then they will 

continue to be responsible for the lower or non-

earner even if the partnership is dissolved.  

 

It may be worth considering a pre-nuptial type 

agreement.  

 

All that I have to give 

 

There may not be a ceremony where one 

publicly declares that “all that I have, I give to 

you”, but the implications of forming the civil 

partnership are the same. You may not be able 

to take out of the relationship all the  

assets you brought in.  In the case of a long term 

relationship, which might pre-date the civil 

partnership, assets could be equally divided. 

 

Previous Marriages 

 

Before entering into a civil partnership, the 

partners must be free to do so. Any previous 

marriages (and eventually civil partnerships) 

must be formally ended. It will be a criminal 

offence to make a false declaration to enter into 

a civil partnership e.g. a married person saying 

they are single. 

 

Parenting 

 

Being able to adopt children as a couple will be 

an important step forward for many new civil 

partners. Where one partner already has 

children, the other will be treated in law as a 

step-parent and could apply to the courts for 

parental responsibility.  

 

 

Amy Fallows is an Partner who works exclusively 

in family law.  

 

 
  

For further advice about civil partnerships, 

contact Amy at ajf@burnetts.co.uk or talk to her 

on 01228 55 22 22. 

 

Burnetts, 6 Victoria Place, Carlisle CA1 1ES 
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